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Principal’s Report 

A community-focused public school  
valuing a proud tradition and shaping a positive future. 

Contact Us: 

Telephone 
9427 1024 or 9427 2155 
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lanecove-p.school@det.nsw.edu.au 

LCPS  Website 
www.lcps.nsw.edu.au 

School Council President 
David Mitchell 

P&C President 
Joanna Ryan 

Events this week: 
 
Tuesday 
* School Photos 
 
Wednesday 
* Parent Session Middle Years 
   -David Smith in Hall 6.30-8pm 
 
  

 

      Term 2 – Week 6  01 June 2009 

 Principal’s Report 
 

Coming Events: 
 
Monday 6th June 

* Queen’s Birthday 
 
Tuesday 7th June 
* School Council  Meeting 7.00pm 
 
Wednesday 8th June 

* Science Competition 

School Photos 
Tuesday June 2 2009 

 
Class and individual photographs will be taken tomorrow, June 2. Students are to wear 
full winter school uniform including black shoes. Please ensure orders for photographs 
have been given to class teachers by the morning of Tuesday June 2. 

       Christine Scully 
     Deputy Principal 
 
 

 
Update on Human Swine Influenza 
The following is the latest information on swine flu that I have received from the Director-
General.  
 

DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION AND TRAINING 
                                 H1N1 Influenza 09 (Human Swine Flu) 

         Information Sheet 
 

NSW Health has confirmed a small number of schools in Victoria and South Australia 
have been closed for seven days due to confirmed cases of human swine influenza. 
These decisions were taken as a precautionary measure to prevent the spread of the 
virus. 
 
To limit the potential exposure, NSW Health has advised the department to take steps to 
exclude staff or students who may have been in countries that have had community or 
school transmission of the virus. 
 
Currently the countries are Mexico, USA, Canada, Japan and Panama. This list will be 
continually revised. School principals have been advised that, for the time being, any 
student who travels to, or arrives from, these countries should be excluded from school for 
seven days after arriving home.  
 

This will allow time for any illness related to that travel to develop, and for prompt 
assessment and treatment to commence. If they remain well after seven days they can 
return to school. 
 
Human swine influenza is a new strain of flu that has recently been confirmed in 41 
countries around the world. This flu virus is a concern because: 

 it is new, so there is no vaccine 
 it seems to spread more easily than normal, seasonal flu 
 while many people who get sick with this virus have a mild illness, some people 

get very sick and need hospital care, and some have died 
 it is affecting mostly young people under the age of 30, which is unusual for flu 
 there is potential for the virus to develop into a more dangerous form. 

 
A lot of effort is going into containing the spread of the virus in our community. This is important 
while we wait for a vaccine to be available. A vaccine is some months away. 
 
At this stage (and this is likely to change over coming weeks) there are five countries 
where the virus is spreading within the community to an extent that warrants extra 
precautions. These countries are Mexico, USA, Canada, Japan and Panama. There are 
grounds for extra precautions to help stop the virus spreading from returned travellers 
returning from these countries.  
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The advice from NSW Health is that, for the time being, any student who travels to Mexico, USA, Canada, Japan or 
Panama should be excluded from school for seven days after arriving home. During these seven days, the student 
should stay home whether or not they have flu symptoms. This is because a person infected with flu can spread the 
virus a whole day before they start to feel unwell. 
 
During the seven days that a student is away from school, they should not attend after school activities, community 
events, sporting events or training, public entertainment facilities, or go to shopping malls/centres. Students should 
remain at home as much as possible, and away from other people. 
 
Please contact your child’s school to advise them that you are keeping your child at home for seven days as they 
have arrived home after travelling to one of the identified countries. The school will arrange for education materials to 
be available for your child for the time they are excluded from school.  
 
Students will not be recorded as being absent from school for the exclusion period. The attendance register will 
record them as having an approved exemption from school. 
 
This strategy is important and will help protect the whole community. At this stage the exclusion does not affect 
children at child care. This decision is based on information available so far about how this virus spreads. 
 
For more information about these arrangements, please contact your school.  
 
If you would like more information about swine influenza, this can be accessed on the NSW Health website 
(http://www.health.nsw.gov.au/publichealth/swine_flu.asp) or by calling the national information line on 180 2007.  
 
If you have recently returned from overseas and are feeling unwell with any flu-like symptoms or believe you have 
had contact with someone who has been confirmed as having Human Swine Influenza, please go to your closest 
hospital Emergency Department for assessment, or ring your general practitioner if you are from a rural area and do 
not have ready access to a hospital. 
 
Open Day 
It was tremendous to see so many parents joining us last Thursday. Feedback was very positive, whether it referred 
to individual classrooms, the display in the Kit Kirkwood Centre or the pleasant and cheerful interactions between 
parents (and grandparents), staff and students, 
I would like to commend staff on the quality and diversity of the works in the hall. I closed up shop around 7.30 pm 
and continued to appreciate the positive comments of all. I particularly was proud of the creativity and individuality of 
the display, certainly indicating that we don’t “punch out robots” at LCPS. 
 
BER Funding 
As you would be aware, the Federal Government’s Building the Education Revolution program has resulted in 
substantial funds being allocated to schools. 
There are two programs for school works, the National Pride and Schools 21st Century. 
LCPS has been allocated $200,000.00 in the Pride program. $20,000.00 has been expended by the DET, 
addressing a range of maintenance issues such as guttering, down-pipes, paving and roofing. 
The remaining $180,000.00 will fund the following projects which were presented to parents at the last P&C meeting: 
 

 Additional storage facilities which include under the Northwood building and adjacent to the Burns Bay 
building 

 Installation of electronic surveillance (alarms) in the Osborne Park, Longueville and 1891 buildings 
 Construction of covered walkways in such a manner to provide more cover to and from the toilets from the 

south western corner of the school 
 Upgrading of the main entrances to the school in Longueville Rd and Austin St. 
 Installation of replacement seating for our students which is safer and aesthetically superior 
 Improved covered areas outside the canteen and Kit Kirkwood Centre 

 
P&C Meeting 
The parents who attended last Tuesday’s P&C meeting were most impressed by Miss Shelberg’s demonstration in 
our connected classroom. The installation of this classroom has consolidated the school’s commitment to the 
systematic installation of interactive white boards in classrooms. 
The cost of installation per classroom is around $8,000.00 so it is quite a challenge to get them into our classrooms 
given that we have 32 classes at LCPS. 
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David Smith 
I am really looking forward to David’s visit on Wednesday. Your understanding of the middle years of schooling will 
undoubtedly be enhanced by attending the parent session at 6.30 pm in the hall.  
There will be sufficient time for questions and I have included David’s resume once again for your information further 
on. 
 
Working Bee 
Where would we beee without our working bees? Although the weather was not conducive to a substantial turn-out a 
lot was once again achieved. Working bees provide essential support and save the school considerable money. 
I continue to be very appreciative of the achievements of our working bees. 
 
Debating 
Last week the Year 5 debating team had their first round debate for the Premier’s Debating Challenge against 
Lindfield Public School. This competition involves students having only one hour preparation time before the debate, 
so they must work well as a team and also be able to think on their feet. Lane Cove’s team for the debate was Lena 
(1st Speaker), Matthew (2nd Speaker), Anna (3rd Speaker) and Emily (Team Adviser). The topic for the debate was: 
“That learning a second language should be compulsory in schools”. Lane Cove had to argue the negative side of 
the topic. Impressive skills were displayed by all members of the team, who spoke confidently, devised good 
rebuttals and expanded well on their own arguments. They were awarded a well-deserved win, congratulations! 

         Amber Gorrell, Assistant Principal 
 
Public Speaking  
On Tuesday night (2nd June) Emily and Ingrid will be representing our school at the Rotary Australia Day Speaking 
Competition. They will each give a speech from a choice of topics, to be judged on intellectual and emotional criteria. 
The competition will be held at Lane Cove Council Civic Centre at 6:45pm. Spectators are welcome to attend. 

        Amber Gorrell, Assistant Principal 
 
Debating Report 
On Friday, 29th of May the Lane Cove Year Six Debating Team hosted the first round of the NSW Premier’s 
Debating Competition against Greenwich Public School. We have been training every week since midway through 
Term One and so the children were keen to test out their debating skills in a real competition.  
The children had one hour to prepare the negative case for the topic “That homework should be banned for primary 
school students”. Both teams spoke extremely well and were congratulated by the adjudicator on such a high 
standard of debating. To the Lane Cove audience’s delight Lane Cove were awarded the debate. Congratulations to 
the team: Emma, Aron, Tess and Emily. Congratulations also to the two students who did not speak this week but 
did a great job organising on the morning: Luke and Eva. 

  Miss Sally Greenwood 
 
Ms Huggett 
I regret to advise you that Ms Huggett sustained a serious injury on the recent Year 2 excursion to the old  
schoolhouse at North Ryde. 
Miss Myors will take over from Miss Huggett as the Year 2 Co-ordinator 
 
Mrs McLachlan 
We wish Mrs McLaclan, our English as a Second Language (ESL) teacher, the very best as she leaves us to 
prepare for the birth of her first child. Mrs Manning, who has been with us for some time now in science and 
classroom teacher roles, will replace Mrs McLachlan in the ESL role. 
 
Here’s to You Mrs Sullivan 
LCPS staff were very pleased for Mrs Sullivan as her daughter married last Friday week. I’m told that the mother-of-
the-bride looked resplendent on her daughter’s special day. 
 
Reconciliation Performance. 
Our Year 4 choir sang beautifully last Thursday morning at the Children’s Voices for Reconciliation in Lane Cove 
Plaza. The choir did us proud and obviously has responded well to Miss Schmidt’s encouragement and expertise. 
 
North Shore Zone Cross Country 
LCPS sent forty one competitors to the Zone Cross Country at Artarmon Reserve on Tuesday 5 May.  The day was 
prefect, cool with cloud cover.  All students competed very strongly and finished full of running.  I think the morning 
training sessions really helped. 
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Congratulations to all competitors and well done to the following students who finished in the top ten places : 
  

 8/9 years Boys – Andrew 
 8/9 years Girls – Georgia 
 8/9 years Girls – Ava 
 10 years Girls – Celeste 

 
Thank you to all parents who assisted on the day transporting students to and from the venue.  We cheered all our 
runners and applauded their efforts.  LCPS students demonstrated excellent sportsmanship and team spirit. 
 
Georgia who finished 6th, Maxwell who finished 2nd and Nick who finished 4th will now travel to Gosford on 
Thursday 11 June to compete as zone representatives at the Sydney North Regional Carnival.  Ashley will also 
represent the Zone at the Regional Carnival.  Ashley was granted a special entry as she was unable to compete at 
the Zone Carnival due to an injury.  Ashley’s previous strong record of representation at Region and State levels 
supported our request for a special entry. 
 
Good luck to our runners attending the Regional Carnival.  Keep up your training and remember nothing great was 
ever achieved without enthusiasm. 

        Kate Walsh 
Deputy Principal 

 
Chess Results 
Chess results for May 29 are as follows: 
Lane Cove A played a home game against Lindfield East Public School A.  The score was a 2-2 draw. 
Lane Cove B had a Bye. 
Lane Cove C played an away game against Neutral Bay Public School C.   
Lane Cove D played an away game against Lindfield East Public School D. The score was a 4-0 win for Lane Cove D. 
 
Thank you to Susan Loane who oversees the chess competition and provides these results each week. 
 
Bob Lamaro 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dr David Smith, (Adjunct Associate Professor, Faculty of Education and Social Work, The University of 
Sydney) 
David is currently a private educational consultant. After teaching in primary and secondary schools for ten years 
in rural NSW and metropolitan Sydney he spent the next thirty odd years in teacher education, first at Macquarie 
University and then at Sydney University. As a former Associate Professor in the Faculty of Education he held 
various positions including Associate Dean, Research, Teaching & Learning and Postgraduate Studies. He was also 
Coordinator of the Master of Teaching degree and the undergraduate honours program. 
 
As the author, co-author and editor of 14 books and over 100 published articles he has been a consultant and 
evaluator for programs in the United Kingdom, Canada, Scandinavia and New Zealand as well as for state and 
national governments in Australia. 
 
In 2003 he was commissioned by the Australian government to undertake a critical review of the literature dealing 
with the latest research in quality learning across the western world. 
 
David’s most recent work has been with the NSW DET Middle Years Action Research Project where he has been 
the academic partner to the DET team managing the project, facilitator at the project orientation meeting and 
academic partner to the Bidwill and Colyton team clusters. As part of this role he recently completed a review of 
recent policy and research for the NSW DET Strategic Initiatives Directorate. In addition, David is the academic 
partner for the Colyton and Doonside Schools Learning Communities and several other schools in middle years 
projects. 
 
 
 
 

 11 years Boys – Maxwell  
 12 years Boys – Nick  
 12 years Boys – James  
 12 years Girls – Laura 
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  P&C News 
LCPS P&C TRIVIA Night “B” Party – Saturday 8th August 2009 

It’s time to get those tables organised. Our booking form is attached with all the details. Please note seats can only 
be held if payment has been received. 
Our theme this year is the letter B… so get creative!  
 
Can you help us? This is our major fund raising event of the year. We seek to raise funds for the continuation of 
our learning support programmes and the implementation of the school technology plan, in particular the 
introduction of “smart boards” to the classrooms. We already have some fabulous donations pledged towards the 
Trivia Night, both from school families and our very supportive Lane Cove business community. But we always 
need more!! So if you have an item you’d like to donate, please contact Brigid Bremner bremner@bigpond.com or 
phone 9418 8748 to discuss further. 
 
Here are a few suggestions of items that are always popular: 
• Holiday/short stay accommodation – perhaps you have a holiday place that you could donate a weekend at or 
are prepared to approach a hotel that your company always uses. 
• Tickets to sporting/kids/arts events – you may be a member of a group/organisation, or your company may 
have some contacts that you could ask. 
• Catering services – do you know anyone who has a catering business that would be prepared to donate a 
catered dinner party? 
• Coaching sessions – do you know a Sporting hero who could give up their time for a one-on-one or group 
coaching session? 
 
P&C General Meeting – Last Tuesday 26 May   
Thanks to Roslyn Shelberg for a fabulous demo of the new Connected Classroom and its Smart Board. What an 
amazing resource – the P&C are hoping to support the school with the rollout of these amazing teaching and 
learning tools over the next few years. We also saw plans for the School Pride and Big Project grants from the 
government – our school pride initiatives will include new entrances, walkways, covered areas, seating, storage 
and security.  Full minutes from the meeting will be on the website soon. Our next meeting will be held on Tuesday 
23 June in the 1891 Building. 
 
Working Bee – Last Sunday 31 May  
Despite grey skies the rain held off and we had a great turn out. Lots of painting, weeding, digging, sweeping etc 
etc. The Longueville Rd fence-line and garden received the focus this time and is now looking wonderful. Thanks 
to all the fabulous worker bees – you are all sensational and your efforts are greatly appreciated.  

Parent Seminars 

Don’t forget David Smith’s talk about the Middle Years this Wednesday, June 3 in the Hall 6.30-8.00 pm. 
 
Places in our upcoming Triple P seminars are filling fast. These sessions will be targeted at parents of children in 
years K-2, and it is strongly recommended that you attend all three as a series. A booking form is attached, on the 
website, or email pandc@lcps.nsw.edu.au to reserve a place.   
 

The Power of Positive Parenting  Wed 10th June 7-9.30pm 
Raising Confident, Competent Children Wed 17th June 7-9.30pm 
Raising Resilient Children   Wed 24th June 7-9.30pm  

 
There will also be a session on Cyber-bullying and Child Protection On The Net on Thursday 18th June at 6.30-
8.00pm in the School Hall, run by Chatswood Police. Though this subject is perhaps most relevant to parents of 
children in years 4-6, the session is open to all. No need to RSVP but as many attendees as possible would be 
great, to make good use of the police’s valuable time.   
 
Sally Evans - P&C Communications Monitor 

Contact the P&C via the website or email pandc@lcps.nsw.edu.au  
  

 Music News  
 Music Camp Surveys  
Please return all music camp surveys to the school office by this Friday 5th June. Surveys were handed out to all 
campers (on green paper) and should also have been emailed. You can also download one from the website. 
Please take a moment to give us your feedback on any aspects of camp so we can make plans for next year. 
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Photo Release Forms  
Members of orchestra, guitar ensemble, training band and concert band should return photo release forms to the 
school office by this Friday 5th June. Forms were emailed and are available on the website in case yours did not 
make it home. 
 
Exam congratulations 
Well done to all the LCPS students who have completed AMEB exams over the past couple of weeks.   
 

Coming events 
3rd June – Beginner Recorders to perform at senior assembly 
4th June – Senior Strings to perform at Senior Assembly  
15th June – Orchestra to Yamaha Festival 
24th June – Concert Band to perform with Chatswood High at North Sydney Leagues Club 
 

Enquiries regarding the LCPS music program to Jackie Brighton, Convenor of the Music Committee on 9427 5529 or 
brighton23@optusnet.com.au  
 
 

 Uniform Shop    
Microfibre trackpants are out of stock in sizes 4,6 8, & 10 and stocks low in other sizes.  Thank you to all the 
customers who came in and ordered their trackpants this week. All orders for trackpants placed by last Thursday will 
have a delivery time of approximately 7 weeks. Any placed from now on may have to wait for the China delivery 
approximately in August. The dates of both deliveries have not been confirmed yet. Will keep you posted. 
 

Long sleeved sports polos are by order only and are not kept in stock. Delivery 15 working days minimum. 
Orders : Any enquiries about orders, we need your order number to be able to track it down easily. 
Any queries please contact me at school phone number 9427 1024 (ask for uniform shop) during shop opening 
hours.  
 

Scarves - school approved black scarves are available now winter is arriving. 
 

Delays - There have been delays with the supplier due to a stocktake of all our printed logoed goods. This includes 
all long sleeved sports polos. These should all arrive by the end of next week. Bootlegs size 10 are on an incoming 
boat!!! which will be docking 5 June. 
 

Prices - We have been informed by a number of our suppliers that their prices will rise in July which will mean we 
will have to review our prices too.  
 

Order forms are available from rack in front of school office and downloadable from the school website. Exchanges 
or refunds can only be made on clean, unworn, (labels intact) garments. Please bring your receipt. No refunds on 
second hand goods. Cash, Cheques or Credit Cards (2% surcharge) accepted. NO EFTPOS. 
 
Helene Sharp - Uniform Shop Manager 
 
 

 Netball News 
The Netball season is well underway - just a reminder that results are posted on the website and on the notice board 
near the Canteen. 
  
At the recent Anne Sargeant Netball Clinic two of our players were listed on the Honour Roll for their efforts: 
  
Highly Commended - Alisha    Anne Sargeant Scholarship - Holly  
                                                                  Congratulations girls! 
  
The Netball Committee  
  
 

 Environment News 
 Surprise Garden  
Week 5 saw the completion of the LCPS Environment Group activity -Surprise Garden.  Parent Helpers joined the 
LCPS Environment Group with the support of all Kindergarten Teachers in week 3 to run an outdoor class called 
"The Surprise Garden".  Based on a popular Winnie-the-Pooh story, all 117 Kindergarten children planted seeds in 
newspaper pots.  The "Surprise" comes as the children did not know what seeds they had planted and what would  
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eventually grow!  The seedlings were taken home by the children with "Care sheets" at the end of week 5 following 
the open day for Education week. 
 
LCPS Environment Group wishes to thank all Kindergarten teachers, especially Mrs Neal for their time, support 
and efforts that made this activity one that all the children loved. 
 
Backyard Habitat Program 
Lane Cove Council runs this free program aimed at helping residents to make their garden wildlife friendly.  All 
residents who join will receive a free information pack about local wildlife and the environment.  Residents who live 
in established or potential wildlife corridors are eligible to receive free personal garden advice and free native 
plants.  For more information contact Michelle Greenfield, Bushcare Co-ordinator on 9911 3579 or 
email@lanecove.nsw.gov.au. 
 
The Environmental Club 
 
 
 
 
 
 

        Winners of the Walk Safely to School Colouring Competition 
 
  

Name School Class 
Jewel  LCPS 4L 
Alex  LCPS 1A 
Ami  LCPS KR 
Anika  LCPS 1W 
Dimity-Maree  LCPS KB 
Eleanor  LCPS KL 
Emma  LCPS 1S 
Haydon  LCPS 2S 
Hugo  LCPS 1B 
Katerina  LCPS 3S 
Lauren  LCPS 2S 
Luxe  LCPS KW 
Madeleine LCPS KN 
Olivia LCPS 4L 
Patrick  LCPS KG 
Sophie  LCPS 2A 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Change of Details 
If you have changed your phone numbers recently, could you please advise the Front Office as it is necessary for 
us to have all current details particularly in times of emergency to be able to contact parents/carers as quickly as 
possible. 






